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This is a 100% Free guide to keeping your jewelry looking beautiful and well-maintained so that it will 
last you for many years to come. 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/SwanheartJewelry
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Your handmade Swanheart Jewelry will last you for many years to come with proper care and storage. I 

have developed this guide so that you can be “in the know” when it comes to caring for your jewelry, 

whether it be my own handcrafted jewelry or otherwise.    

Jewelry Care Basics 
I highly recommend removing and cleaning your jewelry after each time you wear it.  This will remove 

the natural oils left by your skin and any debris that may have been picked up throughout the day.  If 

you don’t have time to clean your jewelry after each wear, you can buff it lightly with a clean, soft cloth.   

Do’s and Dont’s for Jewelry Care 
 DO remove jewelry before doing household chores, especially when washing dishes. Many 

household cleaners contain bleach or other harsh chemicals that are harmful to jewelry. 

 DO keep your jewelry pieces separated to avoid scratching. I recommend storing each piece in 

its own zip-top bag with the air squeezed out and I provide one with each piece of jewelry. 

 DO store it in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight when you’re not wearing it. 

 DO avoid chemicals like alcohol, ammonia, bleach, chlorine, acetone, hairspray, perfume and 

cosmetics. 

 DON’T put your jewelry on until AFTER you have dressed and applied any cosmetics, hairspray, 

perfume, lotions and other chemicals. These can dull and even harm your jewelry. 

 DON’T sleep with your jewelry on. This causes unnecessary stress on the components and will 

make them more likely to break. 

 DON’T wear your jewelry swimming or in the shower. Avoid wearing it around chlorinated pools 

and hot tubs, salt water, mineral springs and suntan lotion. 

Caring for Jewelry Made with Swarovski  Crystal Elements 
Swarovski crystal elements are delicate, so you don’t want to clean your Swarovski jewelry with 

chemical jewelry cleaners.  Here are some cleaning solutions and methods that are recommended to 

use when cleaning your Swarovski jewelry: 

Cleaning Solution Cleaning Method 

Baby Wipes Hold wipe between thumb and fingers; roll crystals back 

and forth until shiny 

Mild Dish Detergent Apply soap directly to the surface of jewelry; use a soft-

bristle brush to scrub; rinse with clean water 

Mild Dish Soap and 

Rubbing Alcohol 

Mix 1 tablespoon rubbing alcohol and 1/2 tablespoon of 

dish soap with 3/4 cups of water; add jewelry and allow it 

to soak for one to two minutes; rinse with clean water 
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Toothpaste Use a soft toothbrush, wet with a dab of white, non-gel 

toothpaste; gently scrub crystals and rinse under clean 

water 

 

These solutions and methods provide simple and convenient ways to clean Swarovski crystal jewelry, 

plus the ingredients of these solutions are common items in most households.  Keep in mind that no 

matter what cleaning method you use, always ensure that the crystals are completely dry before 

storing. Let the jewelry sit out overnight, or you could hand dry with a microfiber cloth or even use a 

hairdryer set to low heat. 

Proper Storage for Swarovski Jewelry 
Proper storage of Swarovski crystal jewelry takes into account the delicate nature of the crystals and 

their surface, which is easy to scratch.  Individuals who own large jewelry boxes or cases should hang 

Swarovski crystal necklaces or bracelets separately from other items. Alternately, storing each piece 

individually in a separate box or pouch protects it from damage caused by other pieces. For more 

condensed storage, use a silk jewelry pouch for each Swarovski jewelry piece. 

Caring for Various Types of Metal Jewelry 

Sterling Silver  
The first important way to keep jewelry from tarnishing is to keep it clean. If you put it away tarnished, 

the tarnish will become worse during storage. 

 Avoid abrasive polishes, dips or scrubbing tools. Dips and commercial jewelry cleaning products 

will remove the antique patina and any oxidized detailing on silver, gold and copper. 

 For minor cleaning, use a soft silver polishing cloth. I highly recommend a Sunshine Polishing 

Cloth, which you can order on Amazon, Etsy or directly from their website. 

 Do not dry sterling silver with paper towels or tissues because they can scratch the silver. Always 

use a soft cloth. 

 Exposure to air, humidity and moisture causes tarnish. To minimize tarnish, store your piece in a 

zip-top bag with the air squeezed out. 

 A diluted solution of mild dish liquid and water can be used to clean your silver jewelry. Be sure 

that you dry it thoroughly removing all traces of moisture before putting it away. 

Natural Sterling Silver Cleaning 

This is the more “green” approach to cleaning your sterling silver jewelry. 

1. Line a glass baking dish with aluminum foil.  Lay the baking dish in the kitchen sink to avoid 

spills.   

2. Line the baking dish with your sterling silver jewelry (or flatware, etc) and make sure each piece 

of silver physically touches the aluminum. 

3. Add 4 cups of boiling water to the baking dish, followed by ¼ cup of baking soda.  

4. Double or triple the recipe as needed so that the silver is completely covered with water. 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2/130-1836292-4666435?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=sunshine+polishing+cloth
https://www.etsy.com/search?q=sunshine%20polishing%20cloth
http://www.sunshinepolishingcloth.com/


Swanheart Jewelry - Jewelry Care Guide 
Page 6 

 
a. Once this mixture is added to the pan, it will start foaming, which is completely normal 

and safe. 

b. The tarnish will rapidly begin to disappear and you may see the resulting aluminum 

sulfide form yellow flakes and stick to the foil. 

5. Lightly tarnished silver will be restored in several minutes, while heavily tarnished silver may 

require a few treatments. 

6. Once cleaned, remove silver from the baking dish and rinse it with clean water.  Then dry with a 

soft cloth. 

7. Rinse the used baking soda down the drain and put the foil in your recycle bin. 

Important! 

Only use this cleaning method on plain silver that does not have stones, gems, glues or resins. 

Karat Gold  
Care and cleaning procedures for Karat Gold jewelry remains the same for all karat gold jewelry types. 

 Remove prior to showering or cleaning, as soap can cause a film to form, causing it to look dull.  

 For cleaning your karat gold jewelry, you'll find many commercial cleaners on the market, as 

well as soft chamois cloths, which are an effective and inexpensive way to keep your pieces 

lustrous and shining.  Ask a local jeweler which products they recommend. 

 Ultrasonic jewelry cleaning machines are appropriate to use, especially if the jewelry does not 

contain colored gemstones. 

  Chlorine, especially in high temperatures can permanently damage or discolor your karat gold 

jewelry.  Avoid wearing your karat gold jewelry while using chlorine bleach or while in a 

swimming pool or hot tub. 

 Tarnish can easily be removed with jewelry cleaner, or by using soap and water mixed with a 

few drops of ammonia.  Carefully brush with a soft bristle brush. ( or you can use an old 

toothbrush).  After you brush the jewelry, rinse with lukewarm water and allow to dry. 

o  For heavily tarnished karat gold jewelry, consult your local jeweler for the best cleaning 

procedure and before attempting to clean any karat gold jewelry set with colored 

gemstones, as some stones require special cleaning procedures. 

 Remove grease from karat gold jewelry by dipping the jewelry into plain rubbing alcohol.  

Platinum  
Platinum jewelry is resistant to tarnishing and discoloration due to chlorine and other chemicals. This 

has made platinum jewelry an increasingly popular choice for fine jewelry, whether on its own or as the 

setting for diamonds and other precious gemstones.  Despite its durability, platinum jewelry needs to be 

properly cared for. 

 You can clean your platinum jewelry using the same method used to care for other fine jewelry. 

Ask your local jeweler to recommend a pre-packaged jewelry cleaner that works with platinum, 

or have your local jewelry give them a good, professional cleaning about every six months. 

 Platinum jewelry should always be stored separately and with care, not allowing pieces to touch 

each other because even platinum can be scratched. 

o Due to Platinum’s durability, there is usually little metal loss if scratched.  
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o If visible scratches do appear, your local jeweler should be able to re-polish the piece. 

 If your platinum jewelry is set with diamonds or other precious stones, be especially careful as 

these materials can be more susceptible to damage.  

 Some fine jewelry pieces combine platinum with karat gold jewelry. Care for these pieces as you 

would your gold jewelry or consult your local jeweler. 

Gold-Filled  
Lightly clean it using mild dish soap, water and a soft toothbrush. Be sure to dry it thoroughly when 

done with a soft cloth. You may also like to let it air dry for a time before putting it away. 

Clean Your Gold Jewelry with Beer 
Did you know that beer makes a great cleaner for gold jewelry?  It’s true!  You can use a light ale and a 

clean towel to gently rub over the gold jewelry you wish to polish.  Beer helps to bring back gold 

jewelry’s natural shine.   

Copper 
Copper tarnishes over time just like silver. If you like the antique patina, you can just keep it clean by 

wiping it with a soft cloth. Remember, dips and commercial jewelry cleaning products will remove the 

antique patina and any oxidized detailing on silver, gold and copper. 

Exposure to air, humidity and moisture causes tarnish. To minimize tarnish, store your piece in a zip-top 

bag with the air squeezed out. 

Brass 
1. Prior to cleaning your brass jewelry, check to make sure it’s actually brass. The easiest way is to 

use a magnet, as brass is not magnetic  Therefore, if the magnet sticks, it is not pure brass. 

2. Wash your brass jewelry with warm, soapy water to remove dirt, oil or buildup. 

3. Professional cleansing tools are not necessary when cleaning brass jewelry.  Simply go to your 

kitchen to use natural products.  

a. Vinegar or any tomato-based product works well (tomato sauce, ketchup, etc). The acids 

in these products eat away at the tarnish and will return your brass jewelry to its 

original shine.  

b. Cleaning can be done by soaking or gently rubbing. 

4. Rinse well with water after use. If you forget this step, the acids will be left on your brass & will 

continue eating away at it.   

5. Dry thoroughly before wearing or storing. 

6. To maintain its solid polish, wipe gently with a jewelry cleaning cloth or any other soft cloth. 

Surgical Steel, Titanium or Niobium 
Surgical steel jewelry does not tarnish, but it could become dirty after being worn or stored for extended 

periods of time.  To clean these types of metal, use warm, soapy water and dish soap. Rinse well after 

washing and dry thoroughly prior to storage. 
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Gold Plated, Silver Plated, Antique Brass Plated or Antique Copper Plated 
Plated metals are made by electroplating a thin coating of metal over a base metal (most common are 

copper, brass, iron, zinc or nickel). This process creates a fantastic finish; however, it is not as durable as 

pure metals.  Be mindful to take care when cleaning these metals so as not to remove this plated 

coating. 

 Clean plated metals with warm, soapy water (dish soap is recommended). 

 Avoid use of harsh chemical cleansers or abrasive cleansers on your plated jewelry, which may 

cause the plating to chip or wear off. 

 Carefully rinse thoroughly after cleaning.  

 Dry completely before wearing or storing. 

 It is best to keep plated metals in a sealed plastic bag when not in use, which will help to 

maintain its shine. 

 Do not soak your plated metal jewelry for extended periods of time, as this can weaken the 

electroplated finish. 

Coral  Jewelry 
While coral is not particularly sensitive, it is much softer than any other gemstone material.  Coral can 

easily become impaired by improper treatment.  Cosmetics, hot water or bright light can cause coral 

impairment.  It should be kept in a safe place and cleaned occasionally with a soft, damp towel. Should 

the surface of your coral jewelry get scratched, have it polished by your local jeweler. 

Wood Jewelry 
Since wood is an organic material, it should always be cleaned carefully. 

 Avoid submerging your wood jewelry in water, or getting it wet, which can cause warping. 

 To restore shine to wood jewelry, wipe with a soft cloth and/or polish with a bit of natural wax 

(such as beeswax). 

o When polishing your wood with wax, do not to use a plant-based wax (such as jojoba, 

etc) as these waxes have a shelf-life and may cause your wood jewelry to become rancid 

over time.  

 Store in an air-tight plastic bag and away from dusty areas. 

Glass Jewelry 
Glass jewelry can easily be cleaned using warm, soapy water, or you can wipe it with a soft, damp cloth. 

Pure glass items can be soaked in warm, soapy water to remove dirt and debris. 

Use caution when mixing glass with water, since soapy glass is very slippery and it could break or shatter 

when dropped. 

Dry thoroughly prior to wear or storage. 
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Polymer Clay Jewelry 
Polymer clay is a porous substance (when baked, microscopic holes form).  It should never be cleaned 

with harsh chemicals. 

 To clean, wipe your polymer clay jewelry with a damp cloth. 

o For stubborn dirt, use a soapy damp cloth, but never soak polymer clay in water. 

 After cleaning, make sure the surface is wiped clean from any soapy residue. 

 Dry thoroughly prior to wear or storage. 

 Store polymer clay so that it is covered (in a jewelry box, drawstring pouch or gift box, but do 

not store it in an air-tight box. 

Lucite Jewelry 
 Clean jewelry pieces made with Lucite carefully to ensure it stays in one piece.  

 Harsh chemicals can eat away at any glue or bond used in making the piece, therefore, they 

should definitely be avoided. 

 You NEVER want to soak your Lucite jewelry; it can destroy any glue or bond used. 

 Wipe gently with a soft, damp cloth.  

 Soapy water and a soft cloth can be used to clean extremely dirty Lucite/plastic pieces. 

 Avoid contact with glued areas and water, soap or any other cleansing material. 

 Dry completely prior to storage or wear. 

 Store in a sealed plastic bag to keep it clean and dust-free. 

Caring for Jewelry Containing Freshwater Pearls 
Freshwater pearls are soft and can be easily scratched. They can also be damaged by extreme dryness, 

but never immerse them completely in water. An occasional cleaning with a moist, soft cloth is best. 

Be sure to avoid chemicals like alcohol, ammonia, bleach, chlorine, acetone, hairspray, perfume and 

cosmetics. 

Do not use a silver polishing cloth on pearls. 

Semi-Precious Stones and Gemstones 
Jewelry dips and abrasive cleaners are not recommended for cleaning semi-precious and gemstone 

jewelry. 

Avoid using an ultrasonic cleaner, ammonia or other chemical solutions to clean opaque gemstones such 

as onyx and turquoise. These stones are porous and may absorb the chemicals which can cause 

discoloration. 

Do not immerse your semi-precious gemstone jewelry in water. 

Wipe them gently with a moist cloth and then dry them with a soft, lint-free cloth before putting them 

away. 
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Do not store semi-precious gemstones in direct sunlight. 

Amethyst 
It is possible for Amethyst to lose its color and therefore, it should not be worn while sunbathing, while 

in a solarium or in a nightclub where black lighting is used.  Sudden changes of temperature can also be 

harmful to Amethyst. 

Aquamarine 
Heat exposure is not recommended for aquamarine; however, the color is stable against light exposure. 

Aquamarine can be attacked by hydrofluoric acid.  Clean Aquamarine by using warm, soapy water.   

Alternately, cleaning in an ultrasonic or steam cleaner is usually safe, unless the stone has liquid 

inclusions or fractures.  Aquamarine is rarely fracture-filled, but if it is, then it should only be cleaned 

with warm soapy water. 

Chalcedony 
Chalcedony is a variety of quartz and all quartz is considered quite durable compared to most other 

gemstones.   To clean, use warm, soapy water and a soft cloth or brush.  Rinse well to remove any soapy 

residue.  Dry with a clean, soft cloth and allow to air dry the rest of the way prior to storage.  Avoid the 

use of any harsh household chemicals (bleach, sulfuric acid etc.)  Chalcedony is a porous stone, so it can 

become stained easily and it also absorbs chemicals and colors easily.  Avoid prolonged exposure to 

extreme heat, as heating quartz-type gemstones can permanently alter its color. When storing 

chalcedony, wrap in a soft cloth and place inside a fabric-lined box.  

Chrysocolla 
Simply use a soft cloth or brush and plain soapy water.  Rinse and pat dry with a soft, clean cloth.  Allow 

to air dry the remainder of the way prior to storage. 

Citrine 
Citrine can become fractured through abrupt changes to temperature.  In some cases, citrine’s color can 

become faded through prolonged exposure to intense light.  Hydrofluoric acid, ammonium fluoride, and 

alkaline solutions can also damage citrine. 

Safely clean citrine by using warm, soapy water. Ultrasonic cleaners are usually safe except in the rare 

instance that the stone has been dyed or treated by fracture-filling.   Since citrine is heat-sensitive, 

steam cleaning is not recommended. 

Emeralds 
Emeralds can become damaged by heat.  Light and chemicals can cause the oils, resins, and polymers 

used to fill surface-reaching fractures to alter in appearance or deteriorate.  90%+ of emeralds are 

fracture-filled.  Cleaning them with and ultrasonic cleaner or steamer is a big risk.   

The safest way to clean emeralds is by using warm, soapy water combined with gentle scrubbing. 

Garnet   
Garnet gemstones should never be subjected to hard blows or rough wear.  Warm soapy water is always 

safe for cleaning garnets. An ultrasonic cleaner is usually safe except for stones that have fractures. 
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Steam cleaning is not recommended.  Garnets might rarely be treated by fracture filling. Only warm 

soapy water should be used to clean fracture-filled stones. 

Jade 
Jade is stable to light, and it can be affected by warm acids.  Ultrasonic cleaners and steam cleaners are 

safe for untreated jade.  If the jade has been treated, cleaning warm, soapy water is always a safe bet. 

Lapis Lazuli 
Avoid rubbing Lapis Lazuli with acetone (such as nail polish remover), as dye used in some lapis stones 

can rub off. Also avoid cleaning it with denatured alcohol, since it’s sometimes sealed with wax or 

plastic. Wax sealers can deteriorate when exposed to heat or solvents.  Clean Lapis Lazuli with warm, 

soapy water, but first you should do a test in a small, inconspicuous part of the stone, as some dye 

treatments are not stable. 

Malachite 
Use warm, soapy water and a soft cloth to clean.  Rinse well to remove soapy residue. Ultrasonic 

cleaners and steamers are not recommended for cleaning Malachite. 

Onyx 
Onyx is relatively soft, porous and easy to damage.  To clean, use a soft, dry cloth or a soft bristled brush 

to wipe off any dirt.  A little water can be used to moisten the cloth or brush to aide in cleaning.  

However, avoid wetting the stone directly and don’t soak it in water, since onyx absorbs liquids very 

easily.  Dry the onyx using a soft, clean cloth.  Using cleaning chemicals on onyx should be avoided, since 

they can seep into the stone and cause it to change its color. 

Peridot 
Rapid or uneven heat can cause peridot to fracture.  It is stable to light, but can easily be attacked by 

sulfuric acid and less easily by hydrochloric acid. It can also be attacked over a long period of time by 

acid perspiration.  Clean peridot with warm, soapy water.  Ultrasonic and steam cleaners are not 

recommended for cleaning Peridot. 

Rose Quartz 
Warm, soapy water is always a safe bet when cleaning rose quartz. Use of ultrasonic and steam cleaners 

should be avoided. 

Rubies and Sapphires 
These stones are stable under normal wearing conditions, which means that they are resistant to the 

effects of heat, light, and common chemicals. Boric acid powder will etch the surface of even untreated 

stones. Fracture-filled, cavity-filled, and dyed stones can be damaged by even mild acids like lemon 

juice. 

For cleaning, using warm soapy water is always safe. Ultrasonic and steam cleaners are usually safe for 

untreated, heat-treated, and lattice diffusion treated stones. Fracture-filled, cavity-filled, or dyed 

material should only be cleaned with a damp cloth. 
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Turquoise  
Clean your turquoise jewelry in warm, sudsy water and dry it immediately with a soft cloth.  You do not 

want to submerge turquoise in water since it is very porous and liquids can seep in very easily, causing 

discoloration.  You’ll also want to stay away from commercial jewelry cleansers, as they can also discolor 

turquoise stones. 

Vintage Costume Jewelry Care 
1. Start by using a soft, dry toothbrush to brush your vintage jewelry piece off.  

a. If rhinestones are part of the jewelry and there are fingerprint marks, use a cotton swab 

dipped in warm, soapy water.  Gently work the top of the rhinestones or glass.  

i. Moisture is bad for foiled rhinestones.  If you soak them, the foiling may 

become damaged and leave a dull look to them.  The glue could also become 

dissolved through moisture.   

b. Using rubbing alcohol to clean the tops of rhinestones and their metal settings is safe.   

2. Older enameling may come off of your vintage costume jewelry with overly-aggressive cleaning.  

3. Also keep in mind that some colorful art-glass is film-coated, which could come off with soaking 

or aggressive cleaning. 

4. Use toothpicks for cleaning small areas. Wooden toothpicks will not scratch glass if you slip 

while you work any matter loose from the jewelry. 

5. Gently use a soft, dry toothbrush on the base metals of your vintage costume jewelry with a 

solution of warm, soapy water 

6. Lay the jewelry on a paper towel, pat dry and then allow to dry thoroughly.  You can also use a 

hair dryer on its “cool” setting. 

7. Always clean your jewelry with patience and work in an area with good lighting. 

8. If your vintage costume jewelry needs to be cleaner, you can use a non-acetone nail polish 

remover.   It can be used on Lucite, however, do not use it on celluloid, which can become 

disintegrated.  Use care around enamels and rhinestone backings. 

9. Polishing cloths can be used on both the plated costume jewelry and on your sterling pieces. 

Avoid Having Costume Jewelry Turn Your Skin Green 
Simply paint a coat or two of clear nail polish on the back of watches, inside your rings and bracelets; 

and on the outside of necklace chain. 

Jewelry Care when Traveling 
If you’re taking a trip and bringing jewelry, it is highly recommended that you invest in a travel case with 

distinct compartments to prevent jewelry pieces from rubbing up against each other and scratching 

during transport. 
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Places to Store Jewelry in Your Home 
1.  On top of your dresser. If you choose this option, you'll want beautiful boxes to store your 

jewelry in.   Check out the ones sold by Pottery Barn.  They have a great selectin, as does 

Overstock.com.   

2. In your dresser drawers. Fabric, velvet, or moiré-covered dividers will keep your jewelry 

organized and accessible without surface clutter.  You can find nice jewelry trays at a great price 

at Bed, Bath and Beyond or at Store Supply Warehouse.  

3. In the closet.  If you're someone with the advantage of having an eye-level surface in a well-lit 

closet, you can easily store jewelry here.   Since it’s only in-view while you’re dressing, you can 

invest in inexpensive containers, like acrylic drawers, necklace trees, and earring screens. The 

Container Store is a great place to get these. 

4. In a safe or lock box.  It is recommended to keep your high-end jewelry locked in a safe, or in 

your safe-deposit box when you're away from home.  Check out Wal-Mart’s Safes and Lock 

Boxes which you can buy at a reasonable price. 

5. In diversion safes.  Diversion safes are not traditional safes. They are small containers disguised 

as household products with secret compartments hidden inside to hide valuables "in plain 

sight."  This is great for protecting your jewelry from burglars, since they can’t look everywhere 

in the 10-12 minutes they are burglarizing.  Check out Self Defense Products, Inc. to see these. 

 

 

https://www.potterybarn.com/shop/accessories-decor/jewelry-boxes-accessories/
https://www.overstock.com/Jewelry-Watches/Jewelry-Boxes/3430/cat.html
https://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/1/3/jewelry-trays
https://www.storesupply.com/c-993-jewelry-trays.aspx
https://www.containerstore.com/s/jewelry-storage/1
https://www.walmart.com/browse/home-improvement/safes-lockboxes/1072864_1068865_1231016
https://www.walmart.com/browse/home-improvement/safes-lockboxes/1072864_1068865_1231016
http://www.selfdefenseproductsinc.com/diversion-safes

